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ME , iſeſt of Men ſays Eccleſ: 3: r. 7. 8.11. Toev'ry thing 
there is a Seaſon, a Time to keep ſilence; and a Time to ſpeak, 

a Time of ar and a Time of Peace, aud every Thing is Beautifull 

in bis Time. As for the Intrinfick Power of the Church, and ſuppoſe 
there is no Fnowing and found Presbyterians,” who are not ail of one 
” Sentiment and Harmonionfly agreed thereanent, but hau ine xpedi- 
ent. unſeaſonable, and mmnerr gary it may be to ogitate or bring in 
debate that matter at this time; HK is to be expetted that all Couſli. 
dering V iſemen do ſee and are Comvirced; eſpecially. ſeeing there 
i none calling in Que/tion or impugning the Churches Intrinſick Power, 
aul ſeeing the Charch doth Peaceably and Legally enjoy the free ex. 

ternal Exerciſe of all Goſpel Ordinances, with the Cauvtenauce and 
= allowance of the Cowl: Magifrate, and alſo fcemg the 114 Act: Parl. 
I. K. 6. Tg. Recognoſced and Ratified by the Current Parliament, 
E Pectaring the Charelies Right. © an. 
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©. Contra vim Satanz; rabidos Mundique malign i 
-— —lnfultus ; Papz Lethiferalque Strophas © 
Ke 8 1 a 1 . . CCC. ow Sie fy 
V Eccleſia Chrils,\t tt 
= Floreat ac penirus, Zumine, Pace, ide. 
= Fixa Batis, quo que Petra tenax, eſt Chriſtus, inzya, - 
E _ NenquatiecSolymam, viſve, furorye Stygis. 
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 PRESBITERIAL Government Deſec 


T is neither agreeable to the Authors Diſpoficion, not his de: 
ſign to enter the Liſts of Diſputation, after a Polemical Ways: 
in handling this head of Church Goverument for it were hut 
Crambes recoguere, ſeeing little can be faid, pro or con, on si- 
; thec fide, bur what long ago, bath been proponed, impugned, 
„ diſcuſſed, and improven, by the Learned in_this Contraverlie 3 
5. duc the only Propoſal of this Synoplis and Deſcription, is modeſt⸗ 
e 1y and Candidly, to offer ſuch a ort Scheme or plain Portrai⸗ 
„ cure of Presbyrerial Sovernment. as that it may from the Fri] 
|| ciples and Practice of it (as ptofeſſad and practiſed in the Churchy 
4 of Scotland ) appear petſpicuouſly to be eomely and approveable, 
and vety capable to promote and preſerve, Unity, Peace, and 
„ purity in the Church ; Whatever Litigioug Partial, and Came 
"| Nous Caviliers may maliciouſly miſrapteſant, at ſuggett: in We 
| contrar, _-- | + ele „„ oo TS Be RR 
The main difference in this point lyes not ſo much anent the 
thing in geaeral, whether there ſhould be Goverument i» the Church 
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| all fides accord chat this is neceflacy and clearly enough detot mis: 
ed in the Scriptures: But when they come to compare Notes andi 
Notions about the particular Species and Form of Government, het 
oach Competitor partie contends tauquam pro aris & ſocis, that, tha 
| 23 Model only which they ſeverally conceive is according tal 
the word ofGOD, ſhould be applauded & univerſaly acquieſced i 
In proſecution of what is propoſed take the Complexion and: Cont 
Jitution of Presbyterial Gavernment, in theſe anſuing Theſes ot AF 
ticles gathered from their own Authentick Records. 
I. Article, GOD hath a Charch in the World. Militant amid (t ma 
ny dangers and difficultias which is principally under his own las 
ſpection, Providence and protection and by His Revealed Wall 
is committed to the care Oecouomie and defence of Civil Magi 14 
and Accleſſaſtict Minifters, who conjunctly and ſevetally in _ re! 
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peQive different Spheres, are to Faukit their ſeveral Commiſſions, 
Io che improvement and uſe of their ſeveral Talents of power, Au 
thoritie, Sc. For his Glory, and the Good of his Eſpouſed Church, 
ps they ſhall be anſwerable to Him in the day of Accounts. 2 B. 
Me: p. 72, 73, Aan: Cont: C: 23 5 LY 
2. As no Society can fabfiſt without Government, Laws and Po: 
eie, and conſequently neicher without perſons regularly veſted 
with Authority and Power, ro make the ſame effectual tor the 
Good and Emolument of the Community; 80 the lafinitly Wiſe 
Ind-Good GOD, hath copiouſly provided all things of the like 
Nature requiſite for the pious and peace able Communion of Saints, 
whole Laws and Conſtitutions being duly obſerved, the Church 
BFGOD may be a Comely, pure and orderly Societie, State Poli- 
ian, are forLaws and Government, that the Common Well aod 
publict Peace may be promoved and preſerved ; Military Men ate 
tor their Martial Tafticks and. ſevere Diſcipline in theit Hoſts and 


ads 2 neceflity of Rule and Order, and is there not a paritie of 
Walon, if not far more, why there ſhould be Good Government 


ora GOD of Confufion, but of Order, and hath expreſly injoin- 


The Sacred Laws and Cauons which are to be the Supream 
ale, Standard and ToxchBont of Ecclefaltick Acts and Decrees, are 
rontained in cheScriptares, from whence no ſort of Church Courts or 

fers are to Recede ae vel /atum ungnem in their Conſtitutions 
pr Determinations, hence what ever bold Adventures any Perfons 

dr Parties may make, either inthe Creation of New Officers, Or- 
vinances or Canons in the Church. not agreeable to, and wariant- 
by the Divine Scriptures, they are ip/ofafZo to be Reputed 
| aſs and null, and to be abandoned the Church's Acceptation or 
pprobation, 2 B. diſet 72. 74. K. J. Conf. 4d 21. Af; Conf: C. x. 
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Armies: Vea every /acorporation, be it of Merchanzs or Mechanicks, - - 


mod Diſcipline in the Church, which is the City of GOD, who is 


po that all things be done decently and in order,Genev: Form of Diſc: | s 
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s- 4. The Me listor Chriſt is che Sole, Head and Monarch aff 
the Church. and to him doth this peculint Royal Preraparivell 
apperta ine, for He Redeemed her with His Blood and He alen / 
can Actuate and Inſpire the true Church Catholick into vital O- i 
perations, by His Gracious Supernatural Influences, as being tha 
Myſtiek Body of Spititually United Members; whereof he i 
the High and Holy Head, and therefore alk Power:is given tu 
Him in Heaven and Earth we ſpealk not now of His Eſfentis 
Krngſhip or Regencie, which belongeth to him as GOD Aqual 
and Ceſſeatial with the Father; but of His Mediatorial Sover- 
aignty and Supremacie ] being Choſen and Delegared by the Fa? 
ther, as his Plenipotentiary, to apply and employ his Alfulnes of 7 
Power, for the uſe and behoof of thei Church: But under Shit 
there is no vicarious, Subordinate Head of the Church Whicher 
in t he perſon of an Eecleſiaſtick, or Civil Ruler, tha Which is⸗ 
monſtruous for to Imagine, as miſchievous; to a1mitt; neither, 
| ought any in whatever:iSrarian-or Quality, ta Uſurpe or afflume, 
a Nomothetick or Legiſlative: power of Framing Laws ot Canons, 
to be Impoſed upon Chriſts Spiritual Subjects; Explain and Exe- 
cut his Authentick Royal Laws and/Statutes, his Authoriard of I 
ficers may and muſt, Acco ding to the orders he hath preſaiised 
them. but it is cum periculo Capitir, asd being a Capi e lar © 
Spiritual Leſe· Maieſiy, it any proceed beyond his Limits, Ot heit 
Commiſſion. 2. B. diſc. 72. Ng. Conſeſe Art. 17.4 A 1647. 
S. 5. From this Fountain of all power, is derived unto Church 
Officers, a delegated Miniſtesial Power and Authority, in the 
vertue whereof. they may and ought to Exeteiſe their ReſpeRive 1 
functions. as GOD. doth call and poſt them in his provide 
hence the Solemn Chaiges, Commands, Cenſutes, Sentences; bee; 
. which they Iſſue forth, Execute and apply, are always and onlx 
in the name and Authority of this, their Soveraigne: Lord and 
Maſter, for not only the 5 pateſtas, Right ot Authority, 
for Iatermedling e offcio fin ſacred things, but alſo the ,,, 
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„ ot + abilicies, Qualityi ng them for their Office, cames 
Pom his Favour and Fulneſs, a alſo doth the powec full Blaſbng 
t: thatmnakerh hike 2552008 Performances eff:Qual and Opera- 
5. As hes os atholick aſe; of 2 576 302 vicarious Mon 
ebe, Ztaloufly to be abjured, neither can the Aprellian De- 
-wotratre be received; which cannot well avoid Anarchie and confuſi- 
on, where all are promiſcouſly the Ralers and the Ruled: therefore 
© theſe ewo'extreams being both quarrelable, Preshyterial Ariſtocra - 
"ve, headed by the Mediator { the only Monarch of: the Church, 
laid is; | ſeems to be that mel Tempered mode of Government, 
| moſtifaroured by the Scripruces; and 1 Moderatiy and wilely | 
EF managed by the Rulers of ir, very probably may be ent- rcainet) 
- withimore Univerfal favout among men, At 4: p: 107 . 
*. That Power which the Mediator bath diſpenced unto Gol⸗ 
pol Miniſters, is by his Will and Wiſdom ſhwed in ſuch a fu 
© paritee, as that they are all made Peers in Power and Authority, 
none being Superior in Order, Degree; or Juriſdiction to another, 
but all ſubject and accountable to this Indiſputable Arch Paſtor, 
and Bi/bop of Souls, "whoſe Stewards Servants and Miniſters. they 
| are: gg and holding their Commiſſon alone from him: Whence 
a. De por iat, or Lora) Magiſterial Power among Gaipe} Mini- 
ſters, is utterly to be — and abandoned, as being not by 
Divine diſpoſition, but Human compoſition. Act Aff Dang. 1 580. 4 
B: Die: 721 74: Act Af; Deo: B. 1638. 
8. The Ordin arie Offce-bearers.in:the e GODhath 
© appointed to continue to the end of the World ſexfraordinarie now 
- ccaſing J are Doctors, Preslyters, and Deatons, Doctors ate commnoly 
ranked with the Preaching Elders, Teaching, Preaching and Rul- 
1ngpertaining to them both as, they ute , qualified ſo to labour, 
(Dectors being like wiſe uſefuliin Schools and 'Univerſities; for train -· 
ing up Students / Tbeolegie. As for-(Progbyterscor Elders they 
wee ener ſuch as labour in — 8 and alſo Rule w hom 
i | . they Y 
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they call promiſcueufly, Paſtors, Miniſfens, or Biſpopt ; Or ſuch ds 


cipating the Paſtoral Power, and the cxercife aftc;:isiby: thee | 
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| 
| h 8s fe 
only Rule, being Members Conſtituent of Eccleftaft ich Fudicatories, \l 
concutting Authorizgtively with Miniſters! in matters of Rule and 
Diſciplin : To theſe they appropriate the name of Ruling E/ders; | 
As for Decaons they have no Authority in Courts but in Con 
they have, being concerned vrvr 64% in Church Oollecti- 
ons and ptoviſions for the poor, and the bike. Genu forms j: B. - 
Diſc. 5.5. 2. B: Diſc; 24. 77. Aſs: Direc. 3. G Ad Aff 32. 
9. The Tittle of Biſhop mentioned in the Sceipturs; it is Identi. 
cal, and of the ſame latitude and import. with Freichien ar Paſtor, | 
both as to the naryre_of the Office; defigned hy rtiel.d:iferene | 
Synonymous Appellations, and as to the Paſtoral work, .jqcumbear | 
on thoſe who are veſted with the Office. 2 E Diſ 716,18 5; Ad. 
Aſl: E635. 3Þ*; omni hs! yn 325) 0 p61: Ninimbs (166 
10, The /atermediate Ordinary may of Communicating and Parti | 


ually are their ow choice]: torevicing the:confuſionotche Mul, 
titude , Or by every individual :Perſox, - mho piveifome Signs 
of their Conſent to the Election If A. B. } I having free acces 
to dillent, if they produce any Relevant Reaſons, or weighty -Þ 
Obhjectioss, whereof the Fresbyie is Judge! competent and Qudi- } 
narie ] Which is che thing implyed by πνοπτοπ e i: Sttentehb- 
ing out, or holding up the hand, as a ſign of aſſent; And :ichiefly 
by the Impoſition of the hands of the. Preilyirie, with Prayers amd 
Faſtings, folemgly, ſatting a part, and Ordainimꝝ the man f choſen, 
called. . and found fit in the uſwal mauer af proceed uis in 
this Caſe ] to the Work of the Minzſteie, in genstal, as GOD 
{hall clearly call him to imploy his Talents, and in particular to 
Ne Charge of ſuch a gain Flock; hetuunrĩrt he 

is trl called and admitted! which Rite andaaion is dnlud 


lection of the People either Repteſeated in the Elalar fbip ho ul ö 
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0 8. 0 
bour: among his people for their Salvation and Edification by all 
SGoſpel means, and he cannot at his own Arbzrriment, relinquiſh 
bis flock, or lay afide his Puſtoral charge, but is to be ſubject to 
the presherie, and othet Superior Courts, to be diſpoſed of as 
& ithey find cauſe and convenient, neither can any others ditectly 
and Authboritatively exautorate or deprive him of his paſtoral pow 
zer, but they who have the power to collate and otdain, who 
for clear and Onerous cauſes, may Suſpend for a cettain time, or 
© -aepoſe for ever; But as to what extent or influence, a ſentence of 
Depri vation bythe Authority of the Ci vii Mag#/trate. i may have 
per be we -will nor” medle to geſimo. AQ: Ap 
2638. 43. 1684 11-01 28 fis | | es 

Iz. This paſtoral Power) is /exerced 480 eplsyed. either in 
the adminiſtration of the word and Sacraments, and other pendicles 
of the Didadtick part of cheit Work ſuch as Catech, Zing, viſit- 
ing the Siek, @c> wherein Miniſters/areto be inſtant, falthfu] 
© and diligent; or in *cherexertiſe of Hitiplin which they are to 
man nage with diſcretion, prudence and Rightcouſtiels, both for 
the increaſe of Knowledge and Pietie, and for the curbing of 


vice, and ene the! Hagnious, af: ang 3 57 2. B: Pi, 
76. 10 
z. As wakes exccurioniot: Difiphveand the Diebiick part of 
their Work, the ſeveral kinds of Courts, Suprtam dus ſubordinate, 
in which preaching and Ruling Elaers ate to govern, they are 
either parochial Seſſions, Presbytraes, provincial Syneds, or National 
| Aſeniblics; and it could be conveniently. obtained Jan Occu- 
' awenick or Gentnal Consri! A Parochial (Seſſion, is the ordaincd 
Mixiſter of the 1 with ths Raling Elders,” and if 
| the Mimſter have a Collgae, they moderart'in their Seſſion per 
_ ices; the Moderator having wary ne voice, as neither hath the 
| (Moderators of uny;other.of; their Jodicatorieb : Clasffcal Preshij- 
trie an bh made yp'of the pariſhes ol A leſſer ꝓrebinit than a Province, 
* 


undo - ES; and 2 provincial Synod (made up of 
ſeveral 
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Se gſions chooſe and think moſt fit. A National Aſſembly, is onl 
made up ot choſen Commiſſionat ed delegats. To a National Sy 


Alſo there may be ſent De. egates nd Commiſſioners from Uni 
verſities- and Burghs Royal, providing they be ordained Ruling 
Elders. Add. Aﬀſ: 15 70. 2. B. Dis: 70. A.: Dir: 14. Sc. Aff: Decr, 


Aﬀemtbly, this being altimus conatus, & res ibi Judicata, not being 


Council] otherwiſe there would be endleſs temeedileſs work; 


orderly and Righteous way, ¶ agreeable to the word of GOD and 


| JL OF 
ſeveral Presbytries ) each Miniſter within the reſpeQive bound! 
cometh with one Ruling Elder with him, whom their ſeveral 


ned there cemes two or three Miniſters with one Ruling Elder 
om cach Presbytry through the Nation, and the number of Des 
legates from every Presbytrie is more or leſs proportionably ra 
the number and guora of pariſhes in the Reſpective Presbytries 


— 


17. 4638. Act; Afs: Juli 1 8. 164 8: Act: Af 1694. C. 
14. The Ordeily way of bringing Ecclefraſtick cauſes and caſes 


under the Cognizance of the Reſpective | Superior | Judicato- 


ries is either by Bil, by reference or appeal: For the more metho- 
dical tabling thereof ( ſpecially in the. General Aſſembly} there: 
uſe to be Committees appointed to ripen-and prepate matters for | 


hearing in full A ſſemblie : appeals aſcend Gradatim from the leſ- 


ſer ſabordiuate Courts | where the cauſe was firſt Tabled ] to the 
Superior till they finally ſift in the Solemn ſentence of a National 


ulterius Judicanda | for there is no probability of an Oecumenick 


They admit not proceſſes to enter per ſaltum, or to come in at 
the Broad fide, till firſt they have been tabled, tryed, or cognoſ- 
cod upon before the leſſer Judicatories. Act: Af: Aug: 30. 1639. 
Ace: I/: 1643: f. 2. 1bid: ff. to. act: afs: 1648. : 30. A 3 
15 The deciſi ve ſentences of the foreſaid Reſpective Courts, are 
to be received, and acquieſced in, as proceeding from an As- 
thority ordained by GOD, and therefore are Ohligatorie either to 
yeild active obedience, unto them, Or ſubmiſſion to cenſure in caſe 
of diſobedience; And affairs are to be carried on in ſuch a ptudent, 
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I ($6). . 3 
the Laudibleconftitarions of the Chruch ] as there may be no 
haſt Ground to rechaimse, and the Reaſoh why /xferiby Judicatories 


behere hath Been any groſs: irregularity in the procedure of the 


meid and Redrefs and ſo are ly able to be Ceyfured for their Ma- 
Fadminiſtration, if the 'appe//ant make it appear to have beeu To, 
bur if the cauſes or reaſons of Appeal be foundfrivolons and weak, 
hen the appellant is ſtill under the tye of rhe for ſentence, for, 


Fly Cealurable for ſuſpefting” and impeaching the Jaltice vf a 
Charch jadicatory. Ret: Aſſ: Þ:-r08. 1 


*, d 


fairs Require, - Synds Ordinarly twics in the year, and the Gee 


E and weighty exigencies call for it, and if time allow not to over 


Aſfenblie, either tor publick emergencies that may Concern the 


che intarvail till the next Amwa/ meeting. what they had not 


* 


Ediſcuſled, during the Sellſous of the Aſſemblie, and this Comm mitixe 


in their instruction and commiſſions, and in all theit actings they 


4 Gene v: Firm: 2. B: Diſc: 79, Act, AJ. 16 38, Fas At: 164 15 
J. 8, AQ: Aff, 1690, C 26, B | 8 
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have 
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re concerned to do ſo, is, becauſe if chep.rrrtes, againſt Whom. 
ine ſencence ſtrikes deeme themſelves manifeſtly injured, or that 


ECourt, they may be appealed from to a ſuperior jadicatory for te- 


Fand from which the uppez! was made, and motcover is publick= 


16 Seffons and Pretbytries meet more frequently as their Af. 
era Aſſmebly once a year, and oftner pro re nata, if neceſſary 


take all the buſineſs comes before them by an an-:ient continued 
Ouſtome and practique, They aſe to appoint a Comtzzee of the 


EChurch, for viſiration of Churches, &c. Or for expeding in 
cheyCircumfcribed-and Limit with i»/tru#ons and apppint ar lune 
i, tho particular affzirs which this Commifflon of the 
[General Aſſembly is to medle wich, being ſpzcifi:d and ingroſſed 
arecoumable'to, and Cenfurable by the next General Aſſembiy. 
17. In all their Fudicatories they have a Moderator, WhO is 4 | 


| choſen for longer or ſhorter time. as they ſee convenient, but 
they are 2gainſta conſtant Superintendent or Moderator, leaſt it 


I pietie paſs without a due check and cenfare: according rothie ma 


K. 117). PF 
f 6244 4 bas tesdencie, and plsdues ll hr This þtoteniparat © 
Moderator bath no ( yperathen er | petuliat power; Paranmuyt 
to thy 90 the rdft of * raootly bur only rene bbs 1. E för 
good A & to evite confuſion, during his fer vice in this 
poſt, he proceeds rn their N and ratiocinations, requices.- = 
the ſentiments of the ſeveral Members, Yummy up what ſeems to. hl 
de the Judgement of the Pluralitle, and iFic be thought fir to brit 
the matter inapirati6n'in a Vote, he ptonounces the mind of - + 
the Major. part, Which Ubrermines the thing in queſtion, but 870 1 
no vote Himſelf, except there be a juſt equality of Votes of N 
reſt, "then '{"6; poreſtat is vel Juriſdiltionii; [6d neceſſitatis. er £9] 
he gives his /ufrag ealfo; the Moderator likewiſe in the fotervail a 
of Ordinarie, or Appointes meetings if need be intimates; 3 meet - 
ing pro re ndta, this comely order they keep; whitre all may hayes "4 
acceſs to moderate inrerchangably. and none to ea ie er dom ol ol 
 Enecr over anothet, in a Diatrephefran” way. A B, Uſe; by 79s, Act. 
Aſſ: 1638. ſſ: 24: Aſs: dir, p-. 6. 4 
| 18. The gung da of Chriſt being Spiritaal. Long. iy Fr LAs 2:4 
- his Subjects, Courts, Laws. Stewards or Offiters Lr whom he 
hath committed the Keyes of he, Kingdom ] are ſo He ilfe, .chere-: | 
fore it is only Eecleſtaſticl Cauſes, Which they directiy and \propeHy:: 
eoguoſce upon, they meddle not with Civil or ſecular  Aﬀairs,- "us; 
being alterius fori, and ſo extraneous and Exceutrical to them: d 
cepr they be required by the Magiſirate, to give their Advict and 
opinion, in matters wherein the Church and Conſciencr may be inn 
eidentially and cata; ti concerned, hence their grand care and bun 
ſineſs is to fence againſt Herefies, Errors, and . and fuck- 
beretodox. dogmes, or tenets, as ate contrar to ſound Doctrine and 
Godlinefs, ne quid detriment capiat Becleffa, they, allo as Cenſare 
morum, animadvert that ho Scandalous or. Notorious vice and inks: 


tit ot Offences occucrant, fo that matrers of Faith and -Godlineſs 
of Conſeience and . are ey: and 4 Torn 8 


— 


(Cre, 


* 


of their diſquilitian and Determinations, 2. B. Diſc: 79, All: Dir: 
15, Kc. AF; Confs.c3 ts Arte 5. Act, A. 1638, fe: 25 


19, Thete Epitimiai ar genſares gts alſo Spiritual, and they pro. 
ceed from Leſſer. reproofes I even as the Offender deſerves ] ay till 
they gome to the Tremenduous cenſure of xcommunica tion Which 
js ſeldome inflicted and that not till afterLeaſurely de liberation. and 
fr-queat dealing,to bring the obdured. dielinguent to ſenſible Regen- 
tance,andif al gentle and diſcreet means are contemned. then with a 
great deal of Solemnicy, as bing Summum futuri Fudicji prejudici. 
am, they proceed to chis Final and whiles Fatal ſentence: they 
| allo deal with cenſuted Delinquents to induce and prepare them to 
fſexious Repentavce, that upon the apparent evidences thercol, they 
may be abſolyed,. and received again iato Cbarch Communion;But 
if ſuch contamacious miſcreants will be obſtinatly wicked to their 
= ow pzcdition, they grieve at Sa/ ans hatter ſuccaſs then the Chur- 
, and leave them to che laſt Fudgewent of GOD Gene v. form of 
Axcom: and 350% Aſs: Conf: C : 3970 e 
: 20. They are ror fond of Significan m) ich Ceremonies-Jn the worſhip and ſervice cf 
GQD but rather foll5w+and Symbolize chat comely Goſpel ſimplicity which Chrift andhis 
oſtles uſed, char in che Church of Rome hath been ſadly marred wich the wooriſh 


falrdings and Gaudrie.of humane Devices, Addici ns and Traditions, rather baxroved from 
the did Hagan 'Pxgantrie, than che Sacred page! But though rhey Nauſcat ſuch relicks and 
P d cler, yer what Rites and Ceremoniés are decent and convenient, either fü in 
the Nithre d ound, of he Religious Things or Actions they are-exercifcd, about, they 
are neither fo ſhay WY Fool as to refuſe to uſe them, K. J. Conte Arc: 21. Act. Al: 
1630 fl 7: Af: Conf: C. 21. Art, 1. 7 15 e e „„ 
221, Neither are they for ſtated anniverſarie Feaſts or Faſts, which are ſadly prophaned, 


* — ” 


* 


au abuſed among the Romanifts, and even ſome Proteſtant. Churches, _ for at leait che 
Superſtitions Unthinking Vulgar mike little other uſe of them, chan for Ribting and Ravel- 
irn. and Gamming, and other ſuch diſſalute Practices, highly unbeſeeming dayes, 
that pals under the Charafterand Opinion of Holy-days: Vet when Emmergencies. and diſ- 
"petitions of Providence Occhf, that call for publich Humiliation and FaFing, or Sole mn 
Th gung, theytthinktie:cheir: duty to canfecrare ſo. ne pare of their time, for Faſts and 
es $6127 s, deyorely to deprecated os imminent. Wrath, and to plead the Avertion of 
1 ; ane, due ro them for their Sins, or to praiſe GOD for Benefits receiv d, 
— augero bes facher Favours; Theſe being ſuch peices of Religious Work, which God b th by 
his Ward and ene wen nes requiresg,Gehev: Treu of Fat: Alt A: 16 5. If. 


28 22. The Church by the Royal Erant and Gift of the Mediator chriſt, hich an Intrin- : 
PecksPower and Authority, -Specifically and Eſſentially diſtintt from, and not formallie or ne- 


| egfkarily dependent upon che Magiſtratical Civil Authority, being Coordinate we ir, not 
82175 . zubordinae 
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Were no Magistrate, Chriſtian or Infidel, whether he be a Friend or Enemy to the Churc 


upon the Government it ſelf, Humanum eſb labi c_ Surely à grain of allowance muſt be giv 


| : 8 I 
PE . . 3 13 41 * . 8 1 a 
Subordinare to it ( in Spirituelibns) in as vertue * which Intrinſick Power, though the 


yer. ſhe may by her inſtirured Office Bearers and Judicatories, Act and do every thing neg 
full and Requiſite, ( according to Chriſts Inſtitutions ) for rhe procurement and Pr eſe 
tion of Peace and Unity among her Members, and for purity in Doctrine, Diſcipline 
Government; and alſo for the Orderly and profcable Adminiſtrarion of all the Ordinanceg 
the Lord; this peculiar kind of power properly and directly reſpects v Eccleſiæ, whe 
of the Civil Migiſtrate qua talis, hath no ſhare, he can neither ordain Miniſters, Pres 
the Word, diſpence the Seals, uſurp che Keys of Diſcipline, neither can he delegate 
| others to perform their or the like Spiritual Actions, for theſe are Functions and Actie 
remote and aliene from his Province, Sphere, and Furisdiction, 2. B. Diſc: 73. 40. C 
L. 30. Ad: A. 167. . 5 55 ue PS | 
S. 23. Ter as to the Taexo Eccleſia, what Concerns the External Government and Pe 
eie of che Church, the Civil NMagiſtrdte hath no ſmall Power and Concern, as being 
Ob's Ordinance, cuſtos utriuſque tabulæ, ànd a Narfing Father to the Church, and the 
upon concerned ex officio to Patronize and defend her, in all her Juſt Rights and Priviledg 
and azainſt Perſecutions and Innovations, aga inſt foul Heretichs, and their Propagation 
Erroneous Tenets, againſt Turbulent Shismaticks, and the Cont umac iouſlie Scandelou s, 
fo Unitie, Peace, and Pietie may be preſerved, and to Reform Corruptions in mann 
to ſee to the Honeſt and Competent Provifion of Miniſters ; As alſo, when occafion requi 
to Convocat and Indic National Aſſemblies,” as to Time place and other External Circu 
ſtances, theſe being Political in the Nature of them, for though the Original Prima 
Power, whereby Eccleſiaſtick Aſſemblies Act and move, be derived from, and depend 
upon Chriſts Com miſſion as ſaid is, yet as to the Publick Peaceable, and Legal Exer 
of this Extrinſiek Right and Power, they owe the Acceptance of it to the Supream Ma 
Frates permiſſion and Allowanee, whereof che known Acts of Parliament Relative her 
are a manifeſt Declaration and Proof; And further the Magiſtrates is ta add his Ci 
Sanction to the Churches Acts and Decreees. 3 „ 
Hence, in a National Synod, the ſupream Magiſtrate may either be preſent himſelf, 
Commiſſionate one to Repreſent his Royal perſoh* as a Political Overſeer of their Mana 
ments and Conſtitutions, which though ic does not make to the To efſe of their Synodi 
Power or Acti ngs, yet it Contributes to the To bane eſſe of ſuch a Judicatorie, and ti 
Eccleſiaſtic Acts and Deciſions, Bus whatever Objective power the Magiſtrate hath ei 
facra, it is not privative, or to the detriment of the Church, for Diſcharging or viclent 
dring the adminiſtration of any of the Ordinances of the LRD, But his powor is Cumulati 
ad Majus bonum Ecclefiz, that ts, that the Church by his Authority and Aſſiſtance, may 
fully and Conſtantlie enjoie peace and Truth, Gen: Conf: 2. B: Diſc; 72: 73, 84, K, 
Com, A#, 25, 40, Conf, C. 23, Act A 1647. Bene De 
24. Article, For as good as this Government is, yet it may be miſmanadged 2 mz 
times Magiſtracy hath been, in all the formes and ſhapes of ir, which none will deny to 
the Ordinance of GOD] therefore whatever Maladminiſt rations, Miſtakes or eſcapes, n 
Happen by the Governors of the Church, they are not fer hwich eo be fixed or fathe 


4 
- 


tothe Infirmities ot Men, who while cloathed with Fleſh and Blood, are nor to be expect 
e infallible, nemo ſine erimini vivit ; And if a candid Impartial Compariſon were if 
ſſttituted, betwixt Presbyteriat and other competitor Govern ments, it might probably be fout 
to he ghe leſs Crimin al, yea and that which bears the moſt plain Superſcription and Sign 
tue. of GOD, Af; cou, 6, Art: 3. & C 25. Art. 3. 7 | 
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